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Film Title:  
Syrianna
also known as:  See No Evil  (working title) 

The movie's title is suggested to derive from the hypothesized Pax Syrianna as an
allusion to the necessary state of peace between Syria and the U.S. as it relates to the oil
business. In a December 2005 interview, Baer told NPR that the title is a metaphor for
foreign intervention in the Middle East, referring to post WWII think tank strategic
studies for the creation of an artificial state (such as Iraq created from elements of the
former Ottoman Empire) that would ensure continued western access to crude oil. The
movie's website states that "‘Syriana’ is a very real term used by Washington think-tanks
to describe a hypothetical reshaping of the Middle East.  Gaghan said he saw Syriana as
"a great word that could stand for man's perpetual hope of remaking any geographic
region to suit his own needs." - from Wikipedia
Year:

23 November 2005 -limited opening (usa)
9 December 2005 -  nation wide (usa)

Director:
Stephen Gaghan (also produced Traffic -a rapid fire tangled story line)

Current Availability and Formats:
This film is currently available from video stores such as Blockbuster in both 
VHS and DVD.  It is also available through Netflix and Amazon as electronic 

downloads or hard copy DVD/VHS.

Original Release Form and Venue:
This film was first premiered with a limited theatrical opening in the USA.  About
3 weeks later it opened in theaters nationwide.  

Genre:
drama, thriller, geo-political thriller (I like the sound of that!)

Story Elements:
The plot is very complicated with multiple story lines converging and diverging at

different points.  Not only does the film use multiple, parallel story lines, it jumps quickly
from locations Texas, Washington DC, Switzerland, Spain and Lebanon.  It is not always
clear whether the characters drive the plot or the plot drives the characters.  The movie
gives you the impression that, although you may not be able to follow the complicated
plotting, it has explained everything to do with politics and the oil business in the Middle
East.  

Film Language Elements:



The film language elements that I find important.

First, the pace of the camera shots  is very quick making it extremely difficult to
keep track of the plot.  I find this important as it lends to the feeling that no one person
truly knows what the other is up to. 

The camera shots and angles and jump cuts add to the experience of the plot
abruptly shifting and jumping from one location to another.  

Audience/Cultural Context:

It is important to remember that this was filmed in a post 9/11world.    As such I
believe it will cause those who see it to ask, 'Is it really that bad?' I can't answer that
question. But I can tell you it's a question worth wrestling with.

Regarding the films relationship to culture: The movie's title is suggested to derive
from the hypothesized Pax Syrianna as an allusion to the necessary state of peace between
Syria and the U.S. as it relates to the oil business. In a December 2005 interview, Baer
told NPR that the title is a metaphor for foreign intervention in the Middle East, referring
to post WWII think tank strategic studies for the creation of an artificial state (such as
Iraq created from elements of the former Ottoman Empire) that would ensure continued
western access to crude oil. The movie's website states that "‘Syriana’ is a very real term
used by Washington think-tanks to describe a hypothetical reshaping of the Middle East.
Gaghan said he saw Syriana as "a great word that could stand for man's perpetual hope of
remaking any geographic region to suit his own needs." - from Wikipedia

Theology is Found:

Theology is found outside the film.  I would bring it into conversation with
Theolgians such as Gustafson, Neubigin, Bonhoeffer or even Ottati.  The film itself raises
many ethical questions therefor I suggest bring it into conversation with these particular
theologians.

Theological Themes for Conversation:

Regardless of your side  in the present political climate, the truth for Christians is
that we should be pursuing peace. In Syriana, the peace is broken by the governments
who wage war on each other but it is affected by the private citizens who seek their own
ends, their own gain, their own greed. We may never be the presidents of corporations or
the heads of state, but we allow our power to be bought and sold with our purchases, our
time, and our attention everyday. So, in what ways am I responsible for people like
Barnes before and after his conversion experience? How have I made my life a
commodity rather than a series of choice that I make for myself? 

Suggested Use of Film:

I suggest using this film as dialog partner  in a theological conversation  exploring



what it means to live responsibly in a world where there is evil in every good and good in
every evil.  It would serve well as an illustration of the extreme ethical complexities
confronting the world today when things are not always as they seem.

Recommended Amount of Film to view:

Must see the entire film. I originally thought this would be best watched in a
group.  However, upon further consideration, I suggest having individuals watch it in
advance on their own so they can rewind stop etc. in order to keep up with the plot. (truth
be told I had to watch the film several times in order to start to follow the plot.)  

Then come together as a class to discuss this film replaying scenes for class
discussion.  

Concluding Summary Remarks:  

This is a film not only to be watched but to be experienced.  It is not at all easy to
follow and is very demanding of it's audience.  There may well be better films out there
on this topic however, this film does a terrific job of illustrating just how muddy the
ethical waters can be.  It wonderfully illustrates the urgency to begin to reflect critically
about responsible ethics that inform our understanding toward systemic injustice.  I put
this film in conversation with the film Blood Diamond (another ethical humdinger) and
would also consider perhaps Hotel Rwanda as well.  None of these films are for the faint
of heart...all take courage to sit through. But i do believe that they all have much to say
about and can offer profound conversation on topics such as Ethics, Christology, theodicy,
social justice, sacramental theology ( just to name a few)


