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Story Elements: 

Cast: 

Adrian Alonso………………………….Carlos Reyes ‘Carlitos’ 

Kate del Castillo ……………………….Rosario 

Eugenio Derbez ………………………..Enrique 

Maya Zapata …………………………..Alicia 

Carmen Salinas ………………………. Dona Carmen ‘La Coyota’ 

Angelina Pelaez ………………………..Benita Reyes 

Gabriel Porras ……………………….. Paco 

America Ferrera ………………………Marta 

Jesse Garcia …………………………..David 

Maria Rojo ……………………………Reyna 

 



Plot Summary: 

 The movie is the story of the 9 year old Mexican boy Carlitos (Adrian Alonso) 

and his mother Rosario (Kate Del Castillo). Rosario, in search of a better life for Carlitos, 

crosses illegally the US border leaving Carlitos with the grandmother.  Rosario works in 

California as babysitter and maid. Carlitos talks to his mother on a public telephone every 

Sunday and asks her mother repeatedly: ‘when are you coming back, mother?’. Carlitos 

also ask his mother to describe the place she is calling from. This description of places, 

stores will help Carlitos find her mother at the end of the film. 

 One day, Carlitos’ grandmother gets really sick and dies. Carlitos mourns for his 

grandmother and in his desperation decides to cross the border by himself with the hope 

to see his mother again. Carlitos pays a couple of Americans college students who try to 

hide him inside the trunk of their minivan to cross the border but the immigration officers 

confiscate the car because of the parking tickets. Carlitos is abandoned, and is even at the 

risk of being victim of human trafficking when an American guy tries to sell the boy for 

one hundred dollars. A Mexican lady rescues Carlitos and welcomes him to her house. 

Carlitos meets other Mexican adults who are crossing the border, among them Enrique 

(Eugenio Derbez) whom with hesitation at first, helps Carlitos to go to Los Angeles in 

search of his mother. On Saturday afternoon, Carlitos arrives to the address where he 

thought his mother Rosario lived, only to realize that this was the P.O. Box address. 

Enrique and Carlitos look around the East side of Los Angeles trying to find the place 

where on Sunday at 10:00AM his mother was going to call on the phone. They cannot 

find the place and that night they both sleep on a street bench. That Sunday morning 

Enrique goes to buy breakfast for Carlitos. Meanwhile, the police found Carlitos by 



himself at the bench and they try to take Carlitos into the police car. Enrique spills hot 

coffee at the police and Carlitos manages to escape. At 10:00AM Carlitos arrives to the 

public telephone and sees his mother for the first time in 4 years. “Mother!”- he shouts, 

“Son”!,- answers the mother and they hug and cry rejoicing for the re-encounter.  

 

Film Language Elements: 

The Film is mostly in Spanish with English Sub-titles. The movie does a fine job of 

describing what is happening every day at the border of Mexico-USA. The scenes portrait 

accurately the struggles of immigrant families who come to the US search of a better life. 

In one of the scenes, when Carlitos and Enrique hitchhike they end up traveling with the 

famous Mexican music band ‘Los Tigres Del Norte’ (The Northern Tigers). While in the 

car, they dedicate a song to Carlitos that reflects the situations of those who cross the 

border in search of their loved ones and their dreams:  

“I am not afraid of danger; life without risk is not life, 

And if is for the loved ones I have to find a way, 

I am not going to give up until I’ll see you besides me.  

Because of love I am able to stop a bullet with my chest, 

And because of love I am risking to cross even when there is danger, 

And because of love I will cross the border without fear”.  

 

Audience/Cultural Context Elements: 

 The film seeks a wide audience of communities with many cultural and ethnic 

backgrounds. The Movie also tells this story in order to invite the general American 



audience to see what happens in the border and in the life of children every day. The film 

suggests that love between a mother and a child is universal, no matter what our 

backgrounds are, we are always in situations where we face family difficulties. Love does 

not without limits and will cross borders legally or illegally.  

Theology is found: 

The love and relationship between the mother and her son is a gift from God and in spite 

of the suffering and brokenness of the human condition they overcome all obstacles. The 

structures of economic oppressions show the brokenness of the human conditions but 

God gives us courage to overcome all kind oppressions. God liberates us through the 

compassion of ordinary people who help others.  

Theological Themes for Conversation:  

The agape love of God in the heart of Carlitos and his Mother Rosario that overcomes 

all kinds of difficulties.  

Courage: Carlitos takes courage in the comfort that he will see his mother no matter 

what the cost.   

Trust: Carlitos trusts in his mother and rests in the conviction that in spite of the 

challenges and obstacle he will see his mother again.  

Human condition: The structural brokenness and economic and social oppression 

between people of different nationalities.  

 

Suggested type of conversation: 

- What is the human condition portrait in the movie? 

- What are the economic and social ways of oppression? 



- How does Rosario and her son Carlitos overcome those kinds of oppressions? 

- How do they find courage 

- How can we apply this story into our daily lives? 

 

Recommended ways to view and engage the film: 

See the scene where the musician dedicates the song to Carlitos and open a conversation 

on the courage Carlitos possesses to overcome the difficulties.  

Concluding or summary remarks: 

I caution the viewers not to focus so much on the political controversies of the 

immigration policies that we are facing today; instead, I would like to encourage all of us 

to reflect in the human part of the story of immigrants.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


