
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for Theological Conversation 

Chocolat 

Erin Brooke Woodall Mills 



Film Title:  

Chocolat (2000) 

 

Central Theological Conversation question(s):   

What is Christian community and how do we live the Christian life?  How do these 

questions relate to the second part of the Greatest Commandment? 

In addition to the story and visual feast created by plot, characters and the film techniques of color, 

images, editing and music in Chocolat, the underlying “message” of the film which is brought to 

the surface and enhanced by each of these elements most certainly causes us to ask questions 

about how we express our Christian faith.  In our desire to live the Christian life do we, in the 

words of Pere Henri, the priest in the film, measure our own goodness by what we don’t do, what 

we deny ourselves, what we resist, and who we exclude or by what we embrace, what we create, and 

who we include?  The community of Lansquenet-sous-Tannes in the film has convinced itself that 

being a good Christian means maintaining high morals, resisting corruption and temptation, and 

protecting tradition.  But, are they really doing any of these things or are they merely working to 

give that impression?  What is the real story of this town?  What are the townspeople really seeing 

when they look the other way?  Is this what we think of when we hear the word “community”?  In 

what ways are they embracing and living out the Christian life?  In what ways are they not? 

Intentional use of imagery in Chocolat enhances the impact of a significant character in the 

film – food.  Food is a starring player.  The warmth and richness of Vianne’s chocolates provide a 

striking contradiction to the joyless, cold and lonely town of Lansquenet-sous-Tannes.  In one 

scene, Vianne and a villager, Josephine, cook a lavish dinner for a party.  The camera jumps 

between shots of the two women and the food they are preparing.  Vianne and Josephine are seen, 

their skin dewy, surrounded by the steam coming off the pots, smiling as they sample the 

incredible chocolates, meats and sauces they have created.  The audience is allowed to look down 

into the pots as the women stir rich chocolate, steam beautiful seafood, and decorate decadent 

cakes.  During the party, the audience is tortured by close-up shots of the villagers putting the food 

in their mouths, chewing slowly, licking their lips.  Scenes which focus on food are nearly always 

paired with a specific type of music.  It is usually sensual, slow, and melodious, with a dreamy 

quality that enhances the beauty of the food and reveals the joy it contains.  All of these film 

techniques come together, very intentionally, to give food and chocolate a sacramental quality.  

They have a redemptive effect on the villagers of Lansquenet-sous-Tannes by bringing people to 

the table together, reminding them of the joy of community and fellowship, and teaching them that 

pleasure and enjoyment do not necessarily equal sin.  Discussion of the sacramental quality of food 

and chocolate in the film is important and key to a better understanding of the underlying themes 

of Chocolat.   
 

Audience/learners for this conversation:   

 Young adult Bible study (men and women)  

This film would be wonderful to use as part of a 13-week series on the Ten Commandments with a 

young adult Bible study, including both men and women.  After week twelve, group members 

could be encouraged to watch Chocolat in its entirety before week thirteen but it would not be 



necessary for every individual to have seen the whole film for discussion to take place.  It might be 

fun to ask each individual or couple (if there are couples in the group) to bring a chocolate dish for 

the final week of the series and enjoy a dessert party while viewing clips of the film and discussing 

what it means to love your neighbor and live in Christian community.  

Amount of film to be used in the theological conversation:  

Though it would certainly be nice for a group studying Chocolat and its themes to see the 

entire film, it is not critical for discussion.  

The following scenes in particular could be viewed and discussed in isolation, with proper set up, if 

members of the group have not seen the entire film.  If time is available to show the entire film to 

the group before discussion or, if each individual in the group has seen the entire movie on his or 

her own, using these clips would still be helpful as part of the conversation. 

1. Opening scene (Chapter 1)- Impressions of the town and townspeople, the wind, 

the color red- what can you tell about this little town already? 

2. Chapter 2 – Chapter 3- impressions of Vianne and the Mayor; how does the Mayor 

act different around Caroline and Vianne- what changes? How does Armande treat 

Vianne and Anouk? Why? 

3. Chapter 4- How do the townspeople react to Vianne? 

4. Chapter 7 (One’s Enemy) (from beginning of chapter through 23:30)- What strikes 

you about the scene in the beauty shop?  The scene in the garden with the priest?  

5. Chapter 11 (from 53:32 to end)- How does the town react to their new visitors? 

6. Chapter 19- Evidence of a new community; what has changed among those who 

fought Vianne in the beginning?  What does Vianne realize? (need to show this clip 

with Chapters 2 and 3 for group to get an impression of change if showing scenes 

rather than entire film) 

7. Chapter 21- (Easter Sunday) What is significant about the sermon for the people of 

the town?  It summarizes beautifully the message of the entire story- what have the 

townspeople learned? How have things changed for them and for Vianne and for 

the Mayor? (once again, this scene should only be shown following Chapters 2, 3 

and 19 if showing scenes in isolation) 

8. Chapter 7 (One’s Enemy) from 23:30-25:28- the power of chocolate and, more 

importantly, of community and fellowship. What changes in Armande from the 

time she walks in to the end of the scene? What is Vianne’s role here? 

9. Chapter 14- Chapter 15- Describe the sacramental quality of food and chocolate in 

this film.  How does it bring this community together? 

 

 

 



When, in a session or series, you would use the film:   

As part of a 13-week session on the Ten Commandments and the Greatest 

Commandment.  

 I would use the film Chocolat as part of a 13-week session on the Ten Commandments, 

which would begin with a historical and contextual overview of the Ten Commandments, followed 

by a session on each commandment (10 weeks total), and finally two sessions on the Greatest 

Commandment .  The final two sessions would include one week on the words from the Gospel of 

Matthew, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind,” and one week on the words, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Discussion of the film 

Chocolat would occur during the latter.    

Goal of the film conversation: 

To help learners connect with and explore the words, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  

What does this mean?  Who is our neighbor?  How does this relate to an understanding of 

Christian community?  How is this a part of living the Christian life?  

(The conversation related to the sacramental quality of the food and chocolate would be a 

small component of the larger conversation, as both of these elements impact the Christian 

community in the film.) 

HOW to engage/focus on the film: 

Chocolat  is a wonderful conversation starter, particularly because clips can be used, if 

necessary, to relay the key themes, and because the ideas of Christian community, living 

the Christian life, and loving our neighbor are so relevant and important in society today. 

Because Chocolat is being viewed as part of a larger discussion on loving your neighbor as yourself, 

I would break the lesson plan for the final session of the 13-week series into five parts: 

I. Brief review of the first 12 weeks of the series 

II. Introduce the final session by asking the group the following question:  What is a 

community? Write answers on a piece of newsprint. 

a. Then ask: If I said, what is a Christian community, would your answers change?  

What would you add to this list?  Is there anything you would change or take away? 

(Make any changes or additions in a different color marker and then hang the 

newsprint on the wall where it is visible to the entire group.) 

III. View clips 1-9 from Chocolat as outlined above.  Pause after each clip and ask the 

following questions, time permitting (some questions may need to be removed or 

shortened depending on length of session- you really need a full two hours to do the 

lesson as it is outlined below): 



a. After clip #1, the opening scene: What impression do you have of the town of 

Lansquenet-sous-Tannes following the first scene?  Describe the people in the 

town?  Is this a place of tranquility?  Why do people in Lansquenet-sous-Tannes 

“look the other way” when they see something they shouldn’t?  What kind of 

community does this create?  Have you ever known or been a part of a community 

like this? 

b. After clip #2, Chapters 2-3: We first meet Vianne and her daughter, Anouk, in the 

home of Armande Voizin, as she asks to rent the building Armanda owns.  What is 

your impression of Vianne?  Of Anouk?  What do we know about them at this 

point?  Describe Armande’s reaction to them.Who is “in charge” in the town?  

Why?  Why does the priest not have a more important role in the community?  

What is your impression of the Mayor during his conversation with Caroline in his 

office in one of the opening scenes?  Does this impression change following his first 

conversation with Vianne?  What is different about him in these two scenes? 

c. After clips #3 and #4: Why does the Mayor feel threatened by Vianne?  What is 

going on in his own life that might be affecting his treatment of her?  How do the 

“townspeople” react to Vianne and the chocolaterie initially? Think about the first 

few who wander into her shop…And the ones who walk by without stopping. Why 

does Vianne go to see Josephine?   

d. After clip #5: What happens with the river people land in Lansquenet-sous-

Tannes?   Vianne makes a point of buying a necklace from Roux right in front of 

the Mayor- why does she do this?  Is it just about showing him she is not afraid of 

him or is there more to it? 

i. Tell group that the Mayor has “Boycott Immorality” signs posted on the 

doors of businesses who refuse to serve the river people (clip is not 

necessary to watch) and ask the following: What is the significance of the 

posters the Mayor has plastered all over the town that say “Boycott 

Immorality.”  What do the townspeople really know about their visitors?  

Why is it so important to make them feel unwelcome? 

e. After clips #6 and #7: What has changed among those who fought Vianne in the 

beginning?  What does Vianne realize? What is significant about the sermon for 

the people of the town?  What have the townspeople learned? How have things 

changed for them and for Vianne and for the Mayor?  

f. Back up a little and watch clips #8 and #9: What roles do chocolate and food play 

in the story?  Why are they so significant?  In the first clip, what changes in 

Armande from the time she walks in to the end of the scene? What is Vianne’s role 

here?  Think about Vianne and Josephine cooking for the party and the party itself.  

Why do we say that food and chocolate take on a sacramental quality in this film?  

What does this mean?  How have these elements brought the community together? 

IV. Go back to the list(s) created at the beginning of the session. Ask the group to consider 

the discussion they have just had about Chocolat.  Would they make further changes to 

the list they have created?  How did the villagers and the Mayor define “community” 

before Vianne came to town?  How would Vianne have defined it?  How did the 

villagers’ definition of community change? 

V. Look at the text from Matthew 22:39, “And a second is like it: “You shall love your 

neighbour as yourself.”  Ask the group why they think you had them watch and discuss 



clips from Chocolat for this session?  How did this discussion impact their 

understanding of or connection to this text?  Look at some additional texts that address 

the way in which we should love our neighbor (through hospitality, loving the stranger, 

etc.): 

a. 1 Timothy 5:10, Titus 1:8, Hebrews 13:2, Acts 16:15 & 34, Acts 21:8, Acts 28:2 & 

7).   

b. Close with prayer 

Thological Conversation partner(s) for the film:   

Theological Conversation partner(s) should include a brief study of the following texts at 

the end of the discussion: 1 Timothy 5:10, Titus 1:8, Hebrews 13:2, Acts 16:15 & 34, Acts 

21:8, Acts 28:2 & 7).  The leader might also recommend additional reading for the group 

on this topic, such as Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Life Together (it would be wonderful if an 

additional session could be organized several weeks after this series to discuss this book 

and talk about how we live out our faith in community).   

How the “partners” might be brought into conversation with one another: 

“Partners” should be brought into conversation as outlined above.  Additionally, there are 

several points that any leader using this film should consider as discussed below. 

- Because clips are being viewed rather than the film in its entirety, a summary of the movie 

should be provided: 

o Chocolat is the story of Vianne, a chocolatier and single mother, and her daughter 

Anouk, who travel from town to town.  One day, they arrive in the small town of 

Lansquenet-sous-Tannes in the French countryside.  This town is conservative and 

more specifically, repressed.  Everyone dresses in drab colors, attends Mass every 

Sunday under the watchful eyes of the town’s mayor, the Comte de Reynaud, and 

never puts a toe out of line.  When the newcomer Vianne opens a chocolaterie in 

the middle of the town during Lent, a battle ensues between her and the mayor 

who promises to run her out of town before Easter.  While some in the town 

befriend Vianne, others work against her (whether they want to or not) at the 

bequest of the Mayor.     

- A note about audience/cultural context elements: At the beginning of Chocolat, the 

audience has been allowed to ride with the wind into the village as the camera zooms 

around and we are thus led to believe, perhaps unintentionally (or perhaps, very 

intentionally), that we will likely identify with Vianne.  In other words, we are expected 

from the beginning to side with her.  While Vianne appears warm, friendly, welcoming, 

and non-judgmental, the Comte comes across as cold, suspicious of “outsiders,” rigid, and 

unfriendly.  He does not, under any circumstances, want anyone disrupting “his” town, 

which he has worked so hard to make “peaceful.”  Thus, it is difficult to like the Comte 

from the beginning, even if you fundamentally agree with what he is trying to do (which, 

hopefully, the majority of people would not).  

 Many critics of this film suggest that it paints the Church, once again, as the “bad 



guy”.  I disagree with this assertion.  Though the book upon which the film is based 

presents Vianne’s antagonist as the Priest in the village, the movie shifts this role to the 

Mayor.  In the film, the Priest is actually very likable and you sense that he is not 

particularly fond of the Mayor either.  Thus, it is not the Church that is at odds with 

Vianne, but the Mayor, who tries to use the Church (improperly) against her.  In the final 

scene, the audience sees the townspeople gathered together for Sunday Mass with a 

renewed spirit and sense of community.  What the story is attempting to tell us is that true 

Christian community is possible, but only where hospitality, welcoming of strangers, and 

kindness are found.    


