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Film Title:  Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen 

 

Year:  2009 

 

Director:  Michael Bay 

 

Original release form/venue:  Theaters 

 

Current Availability and formats:  DVD 

 

Genre: Sci-Fi/Adventure/Action 

 

Story elements:  Sam Witwicky (Shia LaBeouf) thinks he finally headed for normality 

as a college student when one thing leads to another and he realizes that his life will 

never be normal.  The Decepticons have returned stronger than ever with the sole purpose 

of finding Sam and reading the map that has been imprinted on his brain by the Allspark 

which will lead them to the key that will start an ancient machine that has been hidden for 

many centuries capable of destroying Earth’s sun.  With the help of Optimus Prime and 

the rest of the Autobots there seems to be hope until a trap is set and Optimus Prime is 

destroyed by the Decepticons.  With little hope left the remaining Autobots question their 

duty to stay and fight for the humans who seems so ready to push them away.  Sam finds 

the key to the machine and realizes that the power that is possessed in the key could 

revive Optimus Prime.  After fighting for his and his family’s lives with the help of 

Bumble Bee Sam is able to revive Optimus Prime to a better and stronger version 

allowing him to defeat the Fallen and save humanity. 

 

Film Language elements:  Special effects are what make this movie special.  Coloring 

and costume play little to no role in how the movie unfolds or in the portrayal of 

characters.  Music does a wonderful job of working with the actions sequences as well as 

those moments in the film that are more touching and emotional. 

 

Audience/Cultural Context elements:  This film is geared towards Sci-Fi/Adventure 

film fans and men because of the actress Megan Fox. 

 

Theology is found:  In the concept of resurrection of Optimus Prime.  In the fight 

sequence where Optimus Prime is killed, the exchange between Optimus and the 

Decepticons. 

 

Theological themes for conversation:  Resurrection; Good vs. Evil; The fight for 

humanity, but especially the idea of the fight for even just one human worth sacrificing 

life for – Optimus Prime as Christ figure 

 

Suggested type of conversation:  This would be a great conversation with youth.  It 

would work well with just about anyone, but I believe youth would really enjoy watching 

and breaking down the theological themes from above.  I might use it as an introductory 

way of talking about how the youth understand the sacrifice Christ made for humanity. 
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Recommended Ways to view and engage the film:  I think in order for Theological 

themes and concepts to be seen the entire movie would need to be viewed.  I would either 

use one youth group session to watch the movie and then begin the conversation of the 

movie in the next session using specific clips to draw points from, or I would have an 

extended session that would be advertised well in advance with a break in between the 

viewing of the film and the conversation piece. 

 

Concluding or summary remarks:  From the first moment I watched this film I saw 

Optimus Prime as a Christ figure in his attempt to save humanity from the Decepticons.  I 

also came to find it interesting that the enemy would be known as “The Fallen.”  I see a 

connection to “The Fallen” as a reference for Satan/Evil/Sin.  Also the concept of free 

will is subtly hinted at during the conversation between Optimus Prime and the 

representative from the white house, during the discussion of whether or not humanity 

even needed the Autobots help.  I believe this movie to be heavy laden with theological 

implications and talking points, and see this film as a great ice breaker for beginning 

discussions of theology. 


